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no attempt to carry out his instructions, but waited in the
expectation that the Government would sooner or later be
compelled to send out an army to relieve him—and to over-
come the Mahdi.
Gladstone knew that some members of his Cabinet were
opposed to the policy of abandoning the Sudan, and he felt
that they had engineered the appointment of Gordon because
they foresaw what would happen. Vexed at the attempt to
force his hand, he refused to send a relief force for a long time ;
and when at last he consented to do so, it was too late. The place
had been stormed by the Mahdi a few days before, and Gordon
had been killed. The nation was overwhelmed with grief and
indignation, and the Queen stopped little short of calling
Gladstone a murderer. The Government's majority crumbled
away, and when Parnell decided to support the Opposition
(in the belief that a Conservative Government would hence-
forward be able to do more for Ireland than the Liberals), the
Second Gladstone Ministry was defeated*
§ 318. home rule.—Gladstone now came forward'with a
bold scheme for dealing with the grievances of Ireland. Ever
since the time of O'Connell, the Irish members had been de-
manding the Repeal of the Act of Union (§ 250). Hitherto
this had seemed like crying for the moon; but the state of
Ireland had become so deplorable, and the Nationalists were
making themselves so objectionable in the House of Commons,
that some members of both the great parties began to consider
whether something of the sort might not be the best method
of dealing with the situation.
When Gladstone resigned in 1885 it was impossible to hold
a General Election at once, for new lists of voters had to be
prepared after the passing of the County Franchise Act (§315).
The Conservatives accepted office under Lord Salisbury for the
time being, but the election confirmed the Liberal majority,
and Gladstone found himself Prime Minister for the third
time. Just before taking office he announced that he felt that

